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With ordinary LaTeX, the comma cannot be used as a decimal separator in math
mode, because it is treated as a punctuation character and LaTeX adds some extra
space after it. This can be overcome by defining an ‘intelligent’ comma, which
‘recognizes’, whether it is used as a decimal separator or as a punctuation charac-
ter.

An appropriate definition was given in [1] and [2]. However, it relied on the
particular encoding of the CM fonts, so it would not always work with alternative
math fonts such as Euler. The packagemma provides an enhanced variant of
this ‘intelligent’ comma. It can be used with the default CM math fonts as well as
with alterative math font sets.

After loading of the package, the comma will be typeset as a punctuation
character, if the nextput character is a space; otherwise the comma is treated as
a decimal separator. Thus, a decimal number is to be entered as, for instance,

1,234

whereas the mathematical expressionyj is to be written with a space after the
comma:

(x,uy)

Bugs and problems

In case the ‘intelligent comma’ is used together with tlwelumn package, a
comma to beprinted as the decimal separator in a column of typés to be
specified ag\mathord\mathcomma}, rather than{,}, since the latter leads to
an error. For instance:

\begin{tabular}{... D{,}{\mathord\mathcomma}{2} ...}

Note that specifying the comma as the relatguut character works as usual.
Generally, since theomma package makes the comma ‘active’, further prob-
lems are not unlikely.

Credits

Special thanks to Bernd Raichle for fixing the deficiencies of version 1.
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